PLYMOUTH BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Tuesday, October 13, 2009
Town Hall Mayflower Room

The Selectmen held a meeting on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Town Hall in the Mayflower Room. 

Present: 

Richard J. Quintal, Jr., Chairman 

Daniel “Butch” Machado, Jr.

John T. Mahoney, Jr.

William P. Hallisey, Jr.

Melissa Arrighi, Acting Town Manager

Call to Order

Chairman Quintal called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Licenses

Vehicle for Hire Operator (New)

· Plimoth Transportation, Inc. d/b/a Mayflower Taxi requested Vehicle for Hire Operator licenses for the following drivers:
· Joseph Palingo
24 David Road, Carver

· Robert Risner 

46 Kristin Road, Plymouth

Issuance of above licenses is subject to the requisite CORI background check and review of driving record. 
On a motion by Selectman Machado, seconded by Selectman Mahoney, the Board approved Vehicle for Hire Operator licenses for Joseph Palingo and Robert Risner to operate as drivers for Plimoth Transportation, Inc.   Voted 4-0-0, approved.
· Habilitation Assistance requested a Vehicle for Hire Operator license for the following driver:
· Ronald Comperchio
2 Oaken Bucket Lane, Plymouth

Issuance of above license is subject to the requisite CORI background check and review of driving record. 

On a motion by Selectman Machado, seconded by Selectman Mahoney, the Board approved a Vehicle for Hire Operator license for Ronald Comperchio to operate as a driver for Habilitation Assistance.   Voted 4-0-0, approved.

Billiards Table (w/ Liquor License)

· GLBR, Inc. d/b/a Colonial Tavern (Leon Marinos, 39 Main Street) applied for two (2) billiards tables.   Issuance of these licenses is subject to approval from the Inspectional Services Department.

On a motion by Selectman Machado, seconded by Selectman Hallisey, the Board approved two Billiards Table licenses for GLBR, Inc.  Voted 3-1-0, approved, with Chairman Quintal casting the opposing vote.  

Comprehensive Entertainment (New)

· GLBR, Inc. d/b/a Colonial Tavern (Leon Marinos, 39 Main Street) applied for a Comprehensive Entertainment License (Group III, Live/Recorded Music) for the 2nd floor of the establishment.

On a motion by Selectman Machado, seconded by Selectman Hallisey, the Board approved a Comprehensive Entertainment License for GLBR, Inc.  Voted 4-0-0, approved.  

Administrative Notes

Meeting Minutes – The Board approved the minutes of the July 21, 2009 Selectmen’s meeting. 
2010 Spring Annual Town Meeting Warrant – The Board voted to open the Saturday, April 3, 2010 Annual Town Meeting Warrant on Tuesday, October 27, 2009 and close the warrant on Wednesday, December 16, 2009 at 4:00 p.m..

PGDC Community Reinvestment Policy – Christine Pratt, Treasurer of the Plymouth Growth & Development Corporation (“PGDC”), explained that the PGDC has put together a Community Reinvestment Policy through which the PGDC intends to contribute up to $5,000 each year towards police and fire expenses for the parade or fireworks events.

On a motion by Selectman Machado, seconded by Selectman Mahoney, the Board voted to endorse the Plymouth Growth & Development Corporation’s Community Reinvestment Policy.  Voted 4-0-0, approved.
Wild Animal Permit / Peckham – The Board granted a Wild Animal Permit pursuant to Chapter 23, Article IV of the Town of Plymouth Bylaws to Jacqueline D. Peckham of 21 Shoreline Way for her male Pit Bull (1 year old). 

Wild Animal Permit / Zimmerman – The Board granted a Wild Animal Permit pursuant to Chapter 23, Article IV of the Town of Plymouth Bylaws to James, Laurie, and Nicholas Zimmerman of 18 Granby Lane for their female American Pit Bull Terrier (1 year, 9 months). 

U.S. Senate Election Warrant – The Board signed the Warrants for the Primary (December 8, 2009) and Special Election (January 19, 2010) pertaining to the seat for Senator in Congress for the Commonwealth. 

Letter of Support – The Board authorized the Chairman to sign a letter of support for the Old Colony Planning Council’s application for funds to update the Old Colony Regional Multi-Hazard Pre-Disaster Mitigation Plan, on the recommendation of the Director of Planning & Development. 

Public Comment

Ric Cone, downtown resident and business owner, asked why the Board did not allow public comment on the entertainment license for the Colonial Tavern, based on the numerous noise complaints that have been brought forth regarding loud music in the downtown.  Mr. Cone stated that he did not oppose the license, but he would like the applicant to discuss the application and ensure the public that he/she/they will be respectful of surrounding neighbors.

Ms. Arrighi explained that formal, public hearings are not required for entertainment licenses.  

In response to Mr. Cone’s comments, Leon Marinos, owner of the Colonial Tavern, approached the podium and fielded questions from the Board regarding the entertainment license.  He explained his decision to change the first floor level of the establishment from a restaurant to a family-oriented, sports-themed tavern, noting the difficulty of operating a restaurant in the current economic climate.   Mr. Marinos said that two pool tables will be situated on the first floor level, and he confirmed that there will be no tables on the second floor.   Live and pre-recorded music will only be held on the second floor, he noted, and a bouncer will monitor the flow of traffic from the first floor to the second floor.  Mr. Marinos stated that the windows of the establishment will remain closed when bands are performing.  

Chairman Quintal advised Mr. Marinos to keep the windows and doors of his establishment closed to contain noise.   The Board, Chairman Quintal said, will respond to complaints as they are issued.

Jeff Berger implored the Board to oppose the Planning Board’s objection to Zoning Board of Appeals’ decision to allow the Honda auto dealership proposed for Long Pond Road.   Plymouth needs business, he stated, and many Honda owners who live in Plymouth will appreciate having a local service center.  The Planning Board’s appeal of the Zoning Board’s decision to allow this new business—and its accompanying jobs—will only be a waste of the Town’s time and money, he said.

Dale Webber, Precinct 3 Town Meeting Representative, objected to the inclusion of materials in the Fall Town Meeting informational packets which supported the Advisory & Finance’s position against Article 24 (Sex Offender Residency Restriction).   This, he said, appears to be a violation of the rules governing the content and balance of information that can be included in the Town Meeting packets, and, thus, he requested that the Board allow the dissemination information to Town Meeting Members in favor of Article 24.

Public Hearing – Alteration of Premises: Annual All Alcohol Restaurant Liquor License
The Board continued a hearing to consider the application for an Alteration of Premises from Patrizia’s Italy Trattoria, Inc. d/b/a Patrizia’s Italy Trattoria, holder of an Annual All Alcohol Restaurant Liquor License (170 Water Street, Unit 1 C/D, Mark Matthews as Manager), to October 20, 2009, upon request of the applicant.
Update on Airport Master Plan Process 
Ken Fosdick, Chairman of the Airport Commission, addressed the Board on behalf of his fellow commissioners regarding the Plymouth Airport Advisory Group (“PAAG”).   Mr. Fosdick explained that the PAAG will serve in an advisory capacity within the Airport Master Plan process and is intended to be inclusive and representative of a diverse range of interests, from neighboring homeowners to airport users.   The Airport Commission, he said, has hired a third-party facilitator to assist in the Master Plan process, and the West Plymouth Steering Committee has been asked to participate in the PAAG candidate selection process.   Mr. Fosdick asked the Selectmen to advertise openings for, and appoint six (6) representatives to, the PAAG—one (1) member of the Board of Selectmen and five (5) neighborhood representatives.   Mr. Fosdick discussed the composition of the 14 to 16-member PAAG and noted that all of the group’s meetings will be open to the public. 
No objections were made to the Airport Commission’s request, and Ms. Arrighi affirmed that staff would initiate the committee advertising process for the PAAG.
Old Business / Letters / New Business

Old Business

Practice Space for South Plymouth Youth Football – Selectman Machado noted that the South Plymouth Jaguar Football league has drafted a letter to the School Department, requesting use of the vacant soccer field behind South Elementary School for practice space.  Selectman Machado noted that he would give the letter to Ms. Arrighi to facilitate delivery to the Schools’ facilities superintendent. 

Planning Board / ZBA Decision – Selectman Hallisey noted Jeff Berger’s comments regarding the Planning Board’s objection to Zoning Board of Appeals’ decision to allow the Honda auto dealership proposed for Long Pond Road.   He expressed concern over the Planning Board’s intent to challenge the ZBA’s decision, as Plymouth, he said, needs commercial growth and jobs.    Selectman Hallisey noted his hope that a resolution to the dispute can be reached without the expense of legal counsel.

Chairman Quintal echoed Selectman Hallisey’s comments, noting his belief that the Planning Board was incorrect in its interpretation of the zoning bylaw pertaining to the proposed location of the auto dealership.   The ZBA’s decision should stand based on the Town’s current bylaws, he said; if the zoning language is ambiguous, the Planning Board can exercise its right to follow due process and make appropriate changes at the next Town Meeting.   Chairman Quintal expressed concern regarding the potential legal expense of the Planning Board’s appeal.

Letters

Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day – Selectman Machado made note of a proclamation that the Board signed to acknowledge October 13, 2009 as Metastatic Breast Cancer Awareness Day.   The proclamation, he explained, was requested by a Plymouth resident who is fighting the disease, and, on behalf of the Board, he wished the resident good health and success.

Executive Session

On a motion by Selectman Mahoney, seconded by Selectman Hallisey, the Board voted at approximately 7:45 p.m. to adjourn the public portion of the meeting and enter executive session pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 39, Section 23B, Paragraph 3 (Contract Negotiations).  By roll call: Mahoney – yes, Hallisey – yes, and Quintal – yes.   Selectman Machado abstained from the vote and exited the meeting, as he chose not to participate in the executive session.  

Chairman Quintal stated that the Board would not return to open session following the conclusion of executive session.

Tiffany Park, Clerk to the Board of Selectmen
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